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COMING F. P. A. MEETINGS 


Columbus Dec. 6 Zionism 

St. Paul “ 6 Palestine 

Albany ** % International Trade Kelations 
Boston “ 7 Fascist Penetration in the U. 8. 
Buffalo 7 Zionism 

New York 7 Oriental Affairs 

Philadelphia “ 9 War and Peace 

Worcester “* 9 Canadian-American Relations 
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WAR 


IN CHINA 





ECRETARY STIMSON’S reminder to 

China and Russia of their obligations 
as signatories of the Kellogg pact has 
served to focus attention on the critical 
internal and foreign issues now agitating 
China. In the civil warfare that has 
raged for over a month in Honan and 
Hupeh provinces the balance has swung 
definitely in favor of the Nanking govern- 
ment, although in the south a serious at- 
tack on Canton still threatens. The re- 
cent Russian thrust into Manchuria has 
stimulated the Mukden authorities, with 
the enforced approval of Nanking, to 
initiate conversations with Russia for the 
settlement of the Sino-Russian contro- 
versy over the Chinese Eastern Railway 
on the basis of the Soviet demands. 

In the middle of October active war- 
fare in Honan and Hupeh provinces broke 
out between the revolting forces of Mar- 
shal Feng Yii-hsiang and the Nanking 
government troops led by President 
Chiang Kai-shek. Despite the denials of 
Nanking it soon became evident that Yen 
Hsi-shan, the model governor of Shansi 
province, was assisting Feng Yii-hsiang, 
at least to the extent of supplying him 
with food and munitions of war. Marshal 
Feng’s attack was directed toward the 
railway junction of Chengchow in north 
Honan and down the Han River toward 
Hankow. The crisis occurred around 
November 20, when the troops of Feng 
Yii-hsiang penetrated to within 150 miles 
of Hankow. But at the same time the 
Nanking forces scored a decisive victory 
in north Honan by the capture of Loyang. 
Marshal Feng’s advance on Hankow was 
first checked and then turned back, while 
in north Honan the Nanking troops con- 
tinued to push westward toward the 
Honan-Shensi border. An abrupt armi- 
stice followed, hastened by the Russian at- 
tack in Manchuria, reports being current 


that President Chiang Kai-shek had given 
large sums to Feng Yii-hsiang and Yen 
Hsi-shan, and had proposed measures of: 
government reform advocated by these 
leaders. Nevertheless, government forces 
have since been reported as invading 
Shensi province, the stronghold of Feng 
Yii-hsiang. Extravagant claims of suc- 
cess by Nanking are negatived by the re- 
ported concessions to Yen and Feng, so 
that the results of the struggle would 
seem inconclusive. 


The breathing spell has enabled Presi- 
dent Chiang Kai-shek to transfer large 
reinforcements of men and munitions to 
Canton, which is threatened by a coalition 
army advancing from Kwangsi province. 
This force, led by General Chang Fa-kuei, 
and mobilized at the point where Kwangsi 
province thrusts a wedge into Kwangtung 
province, has occupied Wuchow. At pres- 
ent it forms the most active threat to the 
Nanking government, since the occupa- 
tion of Canton would supply a base for 
the formation of an opposition Left Wing 
government led by Wang Ching-wei. 


Moscow-Mukden-Nanking 


On November 17 the Russian forces, 
which had long been engaged in inter- 
mittent raids into Manchuria, launched 
the most serious military effort yet made 
for regaining the right to an equal share 
in the control and management of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway lost to Russia 
by the coup d’état of last July. The at- 
tack was delivered with marked success 
from both the eastern and western ends 
of the Siberian-Manchurian border. After 
signs of yielding were shown by Mukden, 
the Soviet forces were abruptly with- 
drawn across the border. On the west 
Hailar was occupied for a time; on the 
east Muling was reported captured. Chi- 
nese soldiers and officers to the number 


































































of 8,300 were reported disarmed and then 
released. The movement was well organ- 
ized and efficiently executed; it was sup- 
ported by cavalry, artillery, tanks and 
airplanes. No declaration of war was 
made, however, and the whole affair was 
evidently regarded by Russia as a puni- 
tive expedition designed to give point to 
its demands regarding the railway. The 
“demonstration” was timed at a period 
when Nanking was fully occupied by civil 
warfare, and the Mukden authorities has- 
tened to comply with the original condi- 
tions laid down by Russia for negotiating 
a settlement of the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way issue. These conditions were restora- 
tion of the status quo ante, reinstatement 
of the ousted Russian managers, and re- 
lease of the arrested Russian nationals. 
Manchuria’s compliance was announced 
by M. Litvinoff on November 27. 


On the Russian side M. Simanovski was 
named as plenipotentiary to meet a repre- 
sentative of Chang Hsiieh-liang, the Man- 
churian governor, at Khabarovsk to ar- 
range for a conference to settle the entire 
affair. A protocol settling the contro- 
versy was finally signed on December 3 
at Nikolsk-Ussuriisk. 


Before the protocol was signed, Nan- 
king’s lack of accord with Mukden was 
most patent in its attempt on November 
25 to reopen negotiations with Russia on 
its own account—an attempt which M. 
Litvinoff rejected as “superfluous” since 
the Mukden authorities had already 
agreed to the Soviet terms for a peaceful 
settlement. Nanking’s appeal to the for- 
eign powers on November 26 for inter- 
vention against Russia likewise proved 
unavailing, so that the Nanking authori- 
ties have now reluctantly authorized Muk- 
den to proceed with the negotiations al- 
ready instituted. Nanking denied that 
the Russian demands had been accepted, 
however, and apparently reserved the 
right to act as final authority on the 
Chinese side. 


The U. S. Invokes the Kellogg Pact 


On November 28, under instructions 
from Secretary of State Henry L. Stim- 
son, the American diplomatic representa- 
tives in London, Paris, Tokio, Berlin and 
Rome took up the possibility of some form 
of concerted action to avert further hos- 
tilities between China and Russia. Fol- 
lowing careful exchanges of opinion with 
these five governments, Secretary Stim- 
son announced on December 2 that he 
had dispatched a note direct to China and 
through France to Russia. It recalls that 
on July 18 the attention of China and 
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Russia had been called to their obliga- 
tions as signatories of the Kellogg pact, 
and that these nations had then dis- 
claimed any intention of making war tn- 
less attacked. The present note goes 
farther in warning China and Russia 
that their respect “in the good opinion 
of the world will necessarily in great 
measure depend upon the way in which 
they carry out these most sacred prom- 
ises.” Great Britain and France have 
joined the United States in this admoni- 
tion, Germany and Italy are expected to 
follow, while Japan is holding aloof. The 
United States has also instructed its 
representatives accredited to the other 
forty-seven nations signatory to the Kel- 
logg pact to communicate similar state- 
ments to Moscow and Nanking. 

The immediate tension in Manchuria 
has been eased by the withdrawal of the 
Soviet forces following the concessions 
by Mukden, and by the negotiations at 
present in progress between Mukden and 
Moscow. It would therefore seem that 
Secretary Stimson’s note, especially in 
view of the appeal for similar action, 
directed to all the pact signatories, was 
primarily an attempt to strengthen the 
pact rather than to terminate the Sino- 
Russian controversy. T. A. B. 


The World’s Opium Quota 


HE excess manufacture of drugs de- 

rived from opium and coca leaves is 
at last to be curbed. The League Assem- 
bly in September 1929 accepted the prin- 
ciple that the manufacture of habit-form- 
ing drugs is hereafter to be based upon 
the medical and scientific needs of the 
world. A conference of an equal number 
of manufacturing and consuming coun- 
tries is to be called to determine plans by 
which this principle may be applied. This 
conference will probably be held in the 
autumn of 1930. Since the United States 
is, with China, one of the greatest suffer- 
ers from smuggled drugs, she is deeply 
interested in its success. 

For the first time a world quota of an 
article of commerce is to be determined, 
and a method is to be worked out by 
which this world quota is to be appor- 
tioned among manufacturers. The large 
quantities of drugs available for the illicit 
traffic will then no longer exist. The plan 
has wide implications for students of 
economics, who should watch develop- 
ments, for if a plan is evolved which can 
bear the weight of actual operation, the 
same principle might be applied to essen- 
tial raw materials in the international 


field. H. H. M. 
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